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listening country Ms speeches on the journey
to Washington were disappointing. Perhaps his
strangely sensitive mind felt too powerfully the
fatefulness of the moment and reacted with a sort
of lightness that did not really represent the real
man. Be that as it may, he was never less
convincing than at that time. Nor were people
impressed by his bearing. Often he appeared
awkward, too much in appearance the country
lawyer. He acted as a man who was ill at ease and
he spoke as a man who had nothing to say. Gloom
darkened the North as a consequence of these un-
fortunate speeches, for they expressed an opti-
mism which we cannot believe he really felt., and
which hurt him in the estimation of the country.
" There is no crisis but an artificial one," was one of
his ill-timed assurances, and another, "There is
nothing going wrong. . . . There is nothing that
really hurts any one." Of his supporters some
were discouraged; others were exasperated; and an
able but angry partisan even went so far as to write
in a private letter, "Lincoln is a Simple Susan."
The fourth of March arrived, and with it the
end of Lincoln's blundering. One good omen for
the success of the new Administration was the
presence of Douglas on the inaugural platform.